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VIOLENT CRIME AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed 
time of a letter from the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.14 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the McGowan government to take immediate action to address increasing violent 
crime and antisocial behaviour across the state. 

I will start by asking members across the chamber a question that goes to the heart of the matter: how many 
members of Parliament on either side of this house feel comfortable about being out in Perth’s CBD or Northbridge 
late at night or in the early hours of the morning? I am sure there are members who have young adult kids and I ask 
them the question: do you sleep soundly knowing that your 22-year-old or 24-year-old is out in either of these 
precincts at these times of the morning? 

Several members interjected. 

Ms L. METTAM: I suspect if members are really honest about this — 

Ms S. Winton interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 

Point of Order 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Point of order. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): I assume the point of order is that the member for Vasse was not 
directing her question through the chair, but I will hand over to you, member for North West Central. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Can you please indicate to government members that they will have a chance to respond in 
due course and please allow the member for Vasse to continue? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: What is the point of order? 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Just a moment! Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, take your seat. Member for 
North West Central, what is the point of order? You have made a request of me as the chair; what is the point 
of order? 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: To tell the others to remain silent. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: No. I am going to call you to order for the first time for that, member for North West 
Central. You do not direct the chair on what to do. You raise a point of order. You have been here long enough to 
know that well enough. I will remind the member for Wanneroo and the Minister for Police not to interject, but I take 
the point that the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party posed a question that was not posed through the chair; it was 
posed to members on the other side of the chamber and therefore invited interjections. This will all go quicker and 
be quieter if we do not invite interjections, but, equally, if the member for Wanneroo and the Minister for Police 
do not interject. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms L. METTAM: Thank you, Acting Speaker. I could not hear properly the mumbling of members on the other 
side of the chamber but I suspect the resounding — 

Ms S. Winton interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, take a seat. Member for 
Wanneroo, that is absolutely unacceptable after the warning that I just gave, and I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms L. METTAM: I expect that the resounding answer to my question would be, “No, because it is simply not safe.” 
This was reinforced on the weekend. We saw sickening vision of two young women, aged 24, being brutally bashed 
in a car park behind a nightclub. They were kicked to the head and dragged by their hair over a car parking incident. 
Allegedly, they opened a car door into another car. It is hard to watch but unfortunately it is not the first time we 
have seen something of this nature in Western Australia. It is difficult to watch because it could easily have been 
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any one of our loved ones. It is tragic and unacceptable to see anyone treated in this way. These women were in 
the wrong place at the wrong time. They could not have reasonably expected that they would be attacked, and the 
consequences for them were traumatic. I expect that it will have long-lasting impacts on these individuals for many 
years to come. 

The incident also reinforces what many Western Australians have been saying for quite some time. Simply, that 
they do not feel safe anymore going out late at night in Perth city, Scarborough, Hillarys as well as other precincts. 
Crime is spiralling out of control and it is affecting the way Western Australians live their lives. People are no long 
able to freely do the things they like to do without a knot of apprehension about what might happen next. It is not 
new. Unfortunately, the attack on the weekend was not an isolated attack. 

The editorial in The West Australian states — 

Fear City. 

It is a disturbing moniker handed to Perth in 2020 after a spate of bloody violence swept through the city. 

Two years on and it is hard to argue that it is any less deserving of the name. 

Western Australia Police Force Assistant Commissioner Allan Adams conceded the violence of the attack on the 
women was not new to police but was becoming more regular. He is quoted in a WAtoday article as saying— 

“One of the things we do have concerns about is instead of your mates dragging you out of a fight and 
going home, more people are becoming part of the incident and exhibiting those aggressive behaviours 
towards police,” he said. 

This issue has been escalating for a number of years and it is clear current measures are not working. 

I talked about the spiralling increase in crime. The crime data for the year to date shows that selected offences against 
a person, not family related, are up 13.6 per cent on the five-year average. In the year to date, there have been 
13 295 offences, up from 11 766 at the same time two years ago. That is 1 500 additional offences. It is not just 
the Perth CBD and Northbridge anymore. Outer suburbs are also seeing an increase in crimes—Scarborough in 
particular. Violence is no longer occurring late at night, either. Earlier this month, a group of women were having 
a picnic on Sunset Hill at six o’clock at night when they were randomly attacked—watching the sunset, surrounded 
by family, having a picnic, and two of these women were assaulted. One suffered concussion after being body 
slammed and the other was dragged down the hill by her hair. The very next day, around midnight, three women 
were punched in the face in an attempted robbery while walking from the entertainment precinct back to the car 
park. That is another example of the sort of violence that we have seen spike in Western Australia. There were 
three people attacked. Safety in numbers used to be the case, but unfortunately it is no longer the case here in Perth. 

Scarborough has also seen an escalation in gang and bikie-related violence. I quote an article from 3 January 2022 — 

A knife-wielding teenager terrorising families, a beachside brawl and a man in hospital after a roadside 
robbery are among a spate of antisocial incidents to hit Scarborough in recent days, stoking fears the suburb 
is losing the war against alcohol-fuelled violence. 

… 

Several brawls broke out on Thursday night as around 40 young men chased each other down The Esplanade, 
jumping in front of cars and throwing punches. 

This happened at 7.30 on a Thursday night in Scarborough: gangs chasing each other along the esplanade. This is 
the time that holiday goers are usually out and enjoying all of the great businesses and the coastline—what Perth has 
to offer. They should not be worried about being caught up in a gang brawl. 

Another family favourite, Hillarys, is also, concerningly, becoming a backdrop for car park assaults. We have seen 
some teen gang violence happen there. I quote an article that appeared on PerthNow — 

Police are investigating a third violent incident at the location in just over a month after a 22-year-old 
Applecross man was left with serious head injuries following a car park confrontation late on Saturday night.  

It follows an incident on November 19 where three men were injured after a fight between two groups and 
another alleged brawl 12 days earlier which left fitness instructor … 29, in a coma and fighting for life. 

A familiar story — 

Police have admitted trouble at the harbour has become a concern … 
Teen gang violence is also an issue at Hillarys and it has been the case for a couple of years. We heard of police 
responding to a riot at Hillarys marina. They stated that they were spat at and shoved when they tried to break a group 
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up on a Monday afternoon. That was in January 2020. In WA, we pride ourselves on our laid-back lifestyle, but if 
we cannot even enjoy some of the basic things, such as a picnic overlooking the beach without the fear of violence, 
it raises the question about what this state has come to and what the McGowan government is doing to address these 
incidents, which have spiked under its watch. 
To add to this, we are seeing the poor overall rates of police response times. Police are under-resourced and not 
getting the support they need. We know that police can respond very quickly. They responded very quickly to the 
incident in Northbridge involving the two women over the weekend. We certainly commend WA police for their 
efforts and that response. However, figures obtained in September last year by the shadow Minister for Police in the 
other place revealed a marked deterioration in overall police response times, with around one in five callers reporting 
potentially violent crimes in the Perth, Armadale, Fremantle, Mandurah and Midland districts waiting more than 
12 minutes for officers to arrive. In Northbridge and the CBD, which have emerged as hotspots for alcohol-fuelled 
violence and antisocial behaviour, the average response time was 13.6 minutes in 2020-21—well up. That time 
was significantly up from the figure in 2017, which was just 2.9 minutes. The average metropolitan-wide response 
time was 7.6 minutes in 2021, up from 6.2 minutes, which it was four years prior to that. 
Although the government will no doubt be quick to tell us how many extra police it has put on, it is also important 
to look at what police officers have been employed to do and where they are. Through estimates last year, it was 
revealed that the number of authorised officers, and I am quoting, has grown by 513 since 2017. Around 440 of 
those are currently assigned to the state’s pandemic response through Operation Tide. We also had some comment 
that 100 had been diverted to the meth border force as well. 
It is clear that the McGowan government needs to send a strong message. It needs to ensure that police have the 
resources that they require. There is clearly an issue with violent crime in Perth. It is turning people away, in particular 
women, from visiting our CBD, Northbridge and other areas. Those areas, once considered safe places to visit, are 
being marred by some of the most shocking violent crimes on our fellow Western Australians. 
I will take time to acknowledge Danny Hodgson, who sustained critical injuries when punched unprovoked near the 
city train station on 5 September last year. He was punched, as I stated, unprovoked, with an impact that has caused 
traumatic brain injury and means that he will be challenged for life. The former star of what is now Perth RedStar 
Football Club is likely to suffer with long-term disabilities. The attacker was sentenced to just three years and 
eight months in juvenile detention, but what is most concerning is that this was not an isolated incident. In fact, 
the offender had been on seven months of mayhem preceding it. When on bail, the 17-year-old, had been involved 
in several attacks. He punched a 38-year-old at Yagan Square and broke his nose. He hit a 37-year-old man in 
West Perth. He also entered an Indian restaurant in Joondalup and hit a staff member on the head with a dining 
plate, and the victim required 12 staples. I quote Judge Quail. He said it was concerning that the teenager was on bail 
for as long as he was, and if the other charges had been dealt with earlier, his behavioural issues might have been 
addressed sooner. 
There are other people who would like to speak on this. It is clear is that there have already been 360 assaults in 
Northbridge this year, after cases surged 42 per cent to nearly 590 in the 2020–21 financial year. It is clear that the 
McGowan government must take these issues seriously and the current status quo is not working. It is clear that 
there has been a lack of prioritisation in this area. In December 2020, the government flagged amendments to the 
Bail Act 1982—and I asked a question about that in this place today. The Attorney General stated that if he were 
re-elected, he would push for reforms to ensure alleged perpetrators would not be released straight back into the 
community while they were awaiting court appearances. We know that those amendments were raised in relation 
to the very tragic death of a child. Those issues must be addressed as a priority. It is extraordinary that now, more 
than 12 months on, we are still looking at that proposed legislation being introduced into Parliament.  
Other issues surround the amount of offending that someone can cause—the destruction, the fear and the devastation—
while they are on bail for seven months. A number of perpetrators of violent crimes are out on bail at the time of 
an offence and this is certainly an issue. This is just another area that needs to be addressed and was highlighted 
by the most recent incident in the spree of horrific and violent crime that has been reported. This area needs urgent 
reform because it is clear that antisocial behaviour and violence is escalating in this state and the current measures 
are not working. 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [3.30 pm]: It is good to see the two incompetent ministers in the 
chamber—that is, the Minister for Police, who is more concerned about trying to attack law-abiding citizens who 
own firearms, and the Minister for Community Services, who is more infatuated with sending the police in to raid 
the homes of employees from her department. These two incompetent ministers are contributing to the crime that 
we see right across this state. Whether in the Perth CBD in Northbridge or in regional Western Australia, crime is 
out of control. Why is it out of control? We have heard the comments of this incompetent Minister for Police when 
he reacted to the crime occurring in the Kimberley. The only reason he stood in front of the cameras to announce 
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the government’s Operation Regional Shield is because the police have been targeted. Forget about the actual 
community! Forget about the people who have been assaulted or whose homes have been broken into time and 
again! No. His only motivation was the pressure for some action on the crime that is occurring put on him by the 
Western Australian Police Union. The local police and this police minister are hell-bent on saying that the opposition 
does not support the Western Australia Police Force. It is completely the opposite. The government does not support 
the Western Australia Police Force because it is not providing it with adequate resources and the number of police 
that are needed in regional communities to deal with this escalating crime problem.  

The crime has not increased by just 10 per cent; the crime numbers have tripled, whether it is in Carnarvon, 
Meekatharra, Broome, Derby, Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Kununurra, Newman—the list goes on. This incompetent 
police minister is being reactive and he has been motivated by the police union pressuring him to act to protect 
police officers, as he should. But he has not acted on the escalation of crime over the last two years. Hundreds of 
people right across the Kimberley have attended forums to protest against the government’s inaction on dealing 
with crime. Hon Neil Thomson and I held these forums around the Kimberley and suddenly the government reacted. 
This is a reactive, rather than a proactive, government. In Carnarvon, over 1 400 people signed a petition to say 
that they have had enough. In a community of 5 000 women, men and children, 1 400 people have signed a petition 
to say that they have had enough and that they need a task force to deal with the escalating crime problem. 

Recent attacks have occurred in Northbridge. A young woman was also attacked 255 kilometres south of Carnarvon 
near Billabong Roadhouse. She was brutally assaulted and left there. This is happening time and again everywhere 
we go. It is becoming unsafe. The government talks about trying to grow the number of police officers. Why do 
our local police say that they are still short on police officers and that they cannot fill these vacancies? I will not 
name the towns because this police minister will ask me to tell him which ones they are so that he can visit them. 
This is a government that sends in the police to raid the homes of its department’s staff if someone speaks out of turn. 
This police minister will approach these police and say, “Why did you speak to the opposition?” I will not mention 
which police station it is, but in some cases those police are doing 30 hours of overtime. They are tired. They have 
had enough. They do not want to be working in some of these regional towns. They cannot wait to get out. Their 
families feel unsafe. The families of these police officers feel unsafe when their partners go out at night or during 
the day to do their job. This is why it is hard to attract and retain police officers in regional Western Australia. They 
do not have the resources or the support of this government, and we can add to that other pressures such as the 
lack of housing. This not only makes it difficult to attract and retain police in the regional areas, but also causes 
overcrowding in the community that adds to the dysfunctional environment and antisocial behaviour that is 
occurring. This is because of a lack of investment by this government. We hear about these surpluses and we hear 
the Premier talk about the financial side of things and how wonderful this government is, but it has not done 
anything! It has not spent the money where it is needed in housing to prevent the overcrowding and the antisocial 
behaviour. The Minister for Housing is in the chamber as well. We have the three ministers here who can change 
the game when it comes to crime in regional Western Australia. 

The Minister for Community Services is also the minister responsible for child protection. She has been absent 
when it comes to the protection of children in our regional communities. The minister gloats about how the 
government is trying to keep Aboriginal children with their Aboriginal families. She gloats about it! Let me tell 
the Minister for Community Services that some of these kids need to be taken out of the environment in which 
they live because it is dysfunctional. These kids are roaming the streets because they do not feel safe at home, minister. 
They would rather be on the street and acting in an antisocial way, breaking and entering so that they can get food, 
so that they can go to jail because there they will be provided with a meal and a safe bedroom to sleep in and they 
can be a kid. That is what this minister is missing at the moment and why she should be sacked. Her inability to 
deal with these problems is adding to the crime levels and the antisocial behaviour that we are experiencing in 
regional Western Australia. 

What do we need to do? The Minister for Police can use several tools. I know that he supports the Banned Drinkers 
Register, but it needs to be expanded and tweaked. The police need to have the ability to put people on that register 
who need to be targeted rather than have these blanket liquor restrictions, which are not working. They are becoming 
too common. That is why sly grogging is occurring. People need to be put on this register for it to work. We need 
the magistrates to do their job. We do not need a revolving door that allows those who have committed crimes to 
be let out, only to come back straightaway because they have reoffended another 10 times on top of the original 
100 times. We need family support programs. We need programs that are fully funded and actually deliver what 
they are meant to deliver. This is not just a police issue; it is a Department of Communities and a child protection 
issue. It is an issue that needs a whole-of-government approach. This is why this government is failing the people 
of regional Western Australia and failing these kids. These kids should be able to behave as kids, but they cannot 
because of the dysfunctional environment in which they live. We all want to avoid sending kids to jail, but we have 
to provide the support that is needed so that those children can be averted from a life of crime and jail. The Minister 
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for Community Services and the Minister for Housing need to do their jobs and the incompetent Minister for Police 
needs to stop saying that police resourcing is a matter for the Commissioner of Police. The minister has to tell the 
commissioner that police are needed to fill those positions in regional Western Australia. Clearly, he is not doing 
that as the police minister. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.39 pm]: During question time today we heard 
an answer that defines one of the root causes of this problem when the Minister for Police said, “I have given the 
Commissioner of Police the resources. I have advocated for the police commissioner’s resources and my job is 
done, so everything that happens from this point on is the police commissioner’s fault.” As I said in a previous 
debate, it is the Sergeant Schultz approach to being a minister—the “I know nothing; I gave the resources and then 
I abrogated my responsibility from that point on” approach. Minister for Police, I know that this is not a trivial 
matter. I think that we all appreciate it is not easy; it is not something that is simple. But the job of the Minister for 
Police is to dig deeper and to deal with the issue. What has been happening is clearly not working because there 
has been a substantial increase in violent crime in this state.  

I thought that the question the member for Vasse posed rhetorically was outstanding: Do you feel safe? Do you 
feel safe going into Northbridge? Do you feel safe going into Perth? I was talking to a businessman on Friday 
who decided to have a nice weekend in Perth city with his wife and went to a flash hotel in the centre of town. He 
said that when they stepped outside the hotel and saw the antisocial behaviour on the street, they felt frightened. 
They were frightened for their personal safety and, as a consequence, they spent the entire weekend in their hotel. 
Unfortunately, that is the reality of going out on the streets. 

Some time ago I raised the issue of antisocial behaviour in Fremantle and said that I was apprehensive about going 
into Fremantle at particular times. The member for Fremantle mocked me as though there was some reason. But 
the reality is that young people who go into Fremantle—not during late hours, but during normal hours—fear for 
their safety. I know that firsthand because a young person I know very well went into Fremantle at nine o’clock at 
night and when he sat down with his girlfriend, he was set upon and assaulted by youths. That is what we see in 
Northbridge. That is what we see in Hillarys. That is what we see in Scarborough. 

The member for North West Central has outlined in excellent detail what we are seeing throughout regional 
Western Australia, especially in the Kimberley. It is not a kneejerk reaction that is required from this government. 
It is not about saying, “I have given the police extra resources, my job is done”; it is about taking a comprehensive 
approach with other ministers and government agencies and working out a comprehensive response. I have heard 
this so many times from this government. I have heard the Minister for Housing say, “I’ve sorted out the housing 
problem because I’ve allocated so many hundred million dollars to new houses.” The fact that hardly any are being 
built—I think we are still negative on housing—is beside the point, is it not? Saying, “I’ve allocated the money” 
is not enough. When it is not working, the job of a minister is to work with the agency and to work with, in this 
case, the Commissioner of Police; it is to work with the most senior staff in those departments and work out different 
ways of doing things. 

What we see consistently in this place is, as I say, ministers saying, “I’ve solved the problem; I’ve allocated the 
resources, but the problems get worse. We have in the state of Western Australia a crime problem that is spiralling 
out of control; that is, serious and violent crime is at record levels and has been at record increasing levels under 
this government. The government cannot just say that it has allocated resources; it has to do more than that. Ministers 
have to get in there, work with their colleagues and work out how to deal with this issue. It is quite clear that what 
we are seeing is little, sporadic kneejerk reactions from the government, but we are not seeing a meaningful response. 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [3.44 pm]: What a relief! I am happy to address the support 
the McGowan government has provided and continues to provide to achieving community safety in Western Australia 
and the exceptional contribution that has been made particularly to the Western Australia Police Force over the 
last five years, which has dwarfed the pathetic efforts of our predecessors and makes their comments now appear 
to be incredibly lacking in any self-reflection.  

It was extraordinary to see the member for Vasse stand in this place and literally ask a question of the other side 
about whether they would feel safe walking the streets of Northbridge and whether if we had adult children, we 
would be willing for them to go there and to feel safe. I tried to say yes to both those questions, because I have 
two sons who are 21 and 24 years old, and I recently have been around Northbridge on a couple of occasions. It is 
not the sort of place I would normally hang out at three o’clock in the morning, but I have done it because I am 
the Minister for Police and I wanted to witness the efforts that have been made by the Western Australia Police 
Force in recent times to address the antisocial behaviour that had been happening, particularly over the Christmas 
and new year period. The success of those efforts is just extraordinary. It is absolutely clear that the effort to 
proactively police, combined with more than 100 additional police in the Perth district, with some adjustments to 
rostering of police to ensure that they are there at the times when they are required, has resulted in a complete change 
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in the dynamic and the atmosphere in Northbridge on the weekends when people congregate there in large numbers. 
I guarantee members that I am comfortable there because I walked around Northbridge. I have never seen so many 
police in such a small area of a city anywhere in the world, and I have travelled a fair amount. 

I have to tell members when you go into Northbridge on a Friday or Saturday evening, you cannot walk more than 
50 metres or so without bumping into a police officer, a mounted police officer or a police officer on a bike. You 
would also become aware that they are watching from the camera room. The police are having incredible results 
around response times to unpredictable crime—not planned crime and not crime that police should be contemplating 
intelligence measures for that might identify in advance what is going to happen and then take measures to reduce 
the risk of those crimes taking place. That is not what I am referring to. 
We had a rambling contribution from the member for Vasse. We had another attack on the police from the member 
for North West Central. He constantly attacks police and says that police do not want to serve in the towns that he 
represents—that is an interesting observation. As usual he talked down his electorate, which contains some of the 
most attractive tourism destinations in the world, and said that no-one wants to go there. He talked it down and 
suggested that people should not visit because somehow he is frightened to go there from his home in Perth. He 
constantly claims failure by police and he attacks police in this place almost daily. It is embarrassing for him. It is 
disappointing that the opposition would do that. 
This government has done more for police in five years than I think any government in the history of the state. As 
I said during question time, we are in the midst of the greatest increase in police officer numbers in this time frame 
than at any time in history. Something like 570 officers have graduated in the last 12 months or so. They are out 
in everyone’s electorates and are going all over the state. More are being trained and more are being recruited right 
now. This government has supported the police in establishing the State Operations Command Centre, which for 
the first time anywhere in the country combines intelligence with operations in the same facility, enabling real-time 
responses and employment of police intelligence to counter and avert crime rapidly. That sort of approach was 
reflected on Sunday night with that horrible crime, when we saw the police respond in such a rapid fashion that it 
is almost unbelievable to contemplate how quickly they were there. It was a horrible crime and it is entirely the 
responsibility of the individuals who committed the crime. It is not the government or the police; it is the people 
who committed those crimes who are responsible. 
The sort of crimes to which the member refers are all unplanned, often unprovoked and definitely unpredictable. 
They are not the sort of thing that we can counter with a strategy or tactic beyond adequately and appropriately 
resourcing the police and the police then applying the best possible police response. They are doing that right 
across the state. We have funded body armour, body-worn cameras and police mobile phones with access to digital 
technology that enables police wherever they are to access databases and get the best possible situational awareness 
in advance of approaching a problem, and to use intelligence and support from other sources remotely as a consequence 
of that rollout. We have funded Operation Heat Shield every summer and Operational Regional Shield right across 
the Kimberley and are looking towards the Pilbara. We funded the police compensation legislation. That was the 
first time that any government undertook the challenge of preserving all current police entitlements and giving 
police a compensation scheme. We are pursuing legislation at the request of police to counter organised crime and 
to target, break down, dismantle and disrupt outlaw motorcycle gangs, who are responsible for so much harm by 
their provision of illicit drugs to the community. Just before Christmas, we provided consorting legislation, and we 
are in the process of legislating an amendment to the Firearms Act that will go through the other place. That legislation 
will provide firearm prohibition orders for police to apply to outlaw motorcycle gangs as well. We have amendments 
to the Misuse of Drugs Act and the Surveillance Devices Act in the pipeline. The focus of those combined 
amendments will be to disrupt and dismantle organised crime and empower our police to make the state safer 
through disrupting organised crime activity. 
Today we announced a rewrite of the almost 50-year-old Firearms Act. It is disgraceful that the member for 
North West Central chose to portray that as anything but a good thing for Western Australia. Elevating community 
safety to primacy in the law that governs guns in the community should be an undeniably good thing for everyone 
in this place. It is shocking, disgraceful and embarrassing that the member for North West Central chose to oppose 
that. If that is an indication of what members of the opposition plan to do when rewriting the Firearms Act, that is 
embarrassing and disappointing. The Firearms Act has not been rewritten in almost 50 years. It does not reflect 
the National Firearms Agreement, the findings of the Australian Law Reform Commission inquiry in 2016 under 
the previous government or the recommendations and findings of the working group that was established by the 
Honourable Speaker when she was the Minister for Police. The opposition would be opposing updating an act to 
make it safer and elevate community safety as the primary concern and consideration in the law that governs people’s 
ownership of firearms and how those firearms are managed. 
There are legitimate, responsible firearms owners in Western Australia, and rewriting the act will help them. That is the 
objective of rewriting the act. This is another contribution by the McGowan government to make Western Australia 
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a safer place—something that we are dedicated to and pursue at every opportunity on a daily basis across portfolios. It 
is just very sad to reflect on the Liberal Party and Nationals WA doing what they always do in opposition. When 
members opposite were in government, they did nothing to achieve any improvement in community safety and did 
not support the police. They now attack the efforts of the police, criticise the police response and try to scare the 
community and claim that there is some reason for everyone to be fearful about going about their normal business. 
Other members want to respond. I will finish by saying that every time members of the Liberal and National Parties 
of Western Australia come in here and attack the police, it will be noted. I will ensure that they understand that 
that has happened. 

Point of Order 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: The Minister for Police is misleading the house yet again, accusing the opposition of not 
supporting the police. No-one in the opposition has ever criticised the police. We only criticise the incompetent 
police minister we have in this chamber. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Ministers! It is not a point of order. It is not a chance to give 
a speech, either, member. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P. PAPALIA: It might be worth ensuring that it does not happen again, because he tries to get these ridiculous 
statements in Hansard. The point I make is that every time members of the Liberal and National Parties come in 
here and attack the police, it will be noted and brought to their attention.  

What I have found most interesting is that on the twenty-first of this month, the Leader of the Liberal Party in 
Western Australia chose to attack the police and suggest that violent crimes are out of control by posting a tweet. 
He researched it deeply and took a lot of time to ensure that he found evidence that might be able to support his 
claims. He posted his tweet talking about the worst crime in WA’s history and he posted a video. The only bad thing 
about the video is that it is clearly — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Leader of the Liberal Party! 

Mr P. PAPALIA: He said that last year was the worst in WA’s history for violent crime. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Liberal Party! 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The problem with his post is that it refers to Toowoomba police and a fight in Toowoomba. 
The video refers to Acting Superintendent Danny Shaw from the Toowoomba police making a statement about 
a fight in Toowoomba in Queensland. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: We can confirm that, because it did not take too much of a search to find the original tweet that 
the video was stolen from and exploited. But we understand — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The member relies upon a pretty flimsy team behind him. Perhaps it was one of them who was 
responsible, but the Leader of the Liberal Party’s name is on it. He is attacking the Western Australian police and 
falsifying statements. It is embarrassing! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Minister, take a seat. Leader of the Liberal Party, when I ask you to cease 
interjecting, cease interjecting. If you continue like that, I will call you to order. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: It is embarrassing for the Leader of the Liberal Party, but, most of all, it is disappointing that 
he continually comes in here with the member for North West Central and the members of the Western Australian 
Liberal and National Parties and attacks our police force, which I think is doing a wonderful job in an extraordinary 
moment in time. We have now gone through two years of pandemic. The police have continued all their normal 
policing, and they are doing it at such an exceptional level, solving crimes like the Nick Martin murder and the 
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Cleo disappearance. When members opposite come in here at a time like this and criticise the Western Australia 
Police Force, it puts those members in a very bad light. 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [3.58 pm]: I am very pleased to contribute to 
this debate. It gets very frustrating for those of us on this side and those members of the community who take 
a thoughtful approach to these very difficult issues. We are not the only state in which there is antisocial behaviour 
or criminal activity on the streets—this happens around the country and, in fact, across the world—but our approach 
is not only to ensure that there is an immediate response, good resources for the police and good presence in 
communities as much as we can, particularly around population centres, but also to look at some of the causes of 
that criminal behaviour, particularly amongst young people. That is something that I am particularly interested in and 
have had some ministerial responsibility for since becoming the Minister for Community Services; Child Protection 
and since becoming the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence in 2017. 
I wanted to speak about one of the programs that I have had responsibility for implementing since being a minister 
in the McGowan government—that is, the Target 120 youth justice program. The McGowan Labor team committed 
to this program in 2017, with a $20.4 million commitment to back it up. It is an early youth justice prevention program 
and works with young people before they enter the detention system. They will have had a number of interactions 
with the youth justice system, particularly with police, and probably have been charged and been before the courts 
but have not had time in detention. The idea is that we work intensively with not only those young people, but also 
their families. Research from around the world shows that to be a good investment of public money, to ensure that 
we start to turn off the tap of those young people that all the criminogenic factors would indicate are most certainly 
going to end up, sadly and tragically, in the detention system. The research and the evidence shows that they will 
almost certainly end up in the youth justice detention system and then, sadly, in the adult criminal justice system 
as well. 

We took a policy in 2017 to invest money into Target 120. The name of the program came about because police 
were telling us in opposition that if we could work proactively with 120 families around the state, we would start 
to see a generational change in the number of young people who were progressing into the criminal justice system. 
I have had responsibility for that program. That program is delivered across 11 sites in metropolitan and regional 
WA. All 11 sites are now operational with the funding allocation that we made in 2017–18. The sites are Armadale, 
Bunbury, Mirrabooka, Kununurra, Midland, Kalgoorlie, Rockingham, Port Hedland, Albany, Geraldton and 
Northam. We used the youth justice figures, consulted with police and considered the capacity of local 
communities to participate in these programs. I think the first program was launched in Bunbury early in the last 
period of government. 

The program involves either a youth justice person employed by the Department of Communities or a community 
sector organisation, usually an Aboriginal community–controlled organisation, which is tasked with employing 
someone who then works with not only that young person, but also, importantly, their family. We get a significant 
multiplier effect for not only those young people whom we are working with, but also their family, which often 
includes a number of siblings.  

As of December 2021, out of the 128 participants who have been involved in Target 120, almost half, or 
48 per cent, have not had further police contact since participating in the program. That is a significant outcome 
because these young people were high offenders when they started the program. Importantly, 90 per cent of 
those young people are now enrolled in mainstream school, alternative education, TAFE or boarding school, and 
one-third have increased their participation in organised recreation activities since joining. They are the other 
protective behaviours that we want to see—young people going to school or TAFE or some sort of alternative 
education program and also perhaps being involved in organised leisure activities such as sporting organisations. 

I am particularly pleased to see the partnership with Aboriginal community–controlled organisations in delivering 
the program. Only a few weeks ago, I met with Lawford Benning from the MG Corporation, which is tasked with 
implementing Target 120 in Kununurra. Lawford Benning was very positive about the early gains that have been 
made since the MG Corporation took control of this program in Kununurra. He is not only pleased, but also very 
proud that an Aboriginal organisation is able to partner with the government and start to not only be reactive, but 
also work with families to give them the sort of support and connection with other services that they need. He was 
really pleased. It was good to meet with him and one of his staff members. 

The other community organisations delivering Target 120 across the state are: the Breakaway Aboriginal Corporation 
in Bunbury; the Ebenezer Aboriginal Corporation in Mirrabooka; the Julyardi Aboriginal Corporation in Port Hedland; 
the Midwest Employment and Economic Development Aboriginal Corporation, in partnership with Ngala, in 
Geraldton; and Gorenang Moortabiin Aboriginal Engagement and Community Development in Albany. It was 
great to be down in Albany to make sure that a new and emerging Aboriginal community organisation in Albany 
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is looking at how it can work with some families in that area and help turn young people’s lives around. That is 
all very exciting. 

Of course there is a lot to do. It is something that we hope to expand in future budgets. Now that we have the model 
in place and we are starting to collect some good data about the interventions that are effected, we want to not only 
ensure that we are tracking what works so that we know that if it is not working, we can change our model, but 
also demonstrate financially that this is a good investment—that early intervention gets good outcomes for not only 
young people, but also the government spend. We know not doing that and having those young people end up in 
the criminal justice system will be not only tragic for those young people, but also incredibly expensive, so, on 
many fronts, early intervention makes sense. 

I want to make one other point before I sit down; that is, two-thirds of assaults that police respond to in this state 
relate to family and domestic violence. I see very little attention given by the opposition to family and domestic 
violence or violence against women. That is something that this government has been very focused on since 2017, 
firstly, by having a dedicated minister and, secondly, by providing significant new resources. We have provided 
over $126 million of additional money; introduced significant law reform; made sure that victim survivors of 
domestic violence are kept safe; looked at alternative, new and innovative models; made sure that our justice system 
is up to the task; looked at our police protocols; retrained police; made sure that our justice officials are trained 
and understand modern ways of approaching domestic violence and family violence; and also tried to prevent that 
violence from happening in the first place by investing in Respectful Relationships in schools.  

We are doing a lot of work in prevention of sexual violence against women. Sadly, that is a huge part of violence 
in our community. I wish the opposition was aware of what is going on in our homes throughout our community. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms A.E. Kent): I give the call to the Minister for Local Government. 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Housing) [4.07 pm]: This matter of public interest fits within a few 
portfolios. 

I wish to speak on this topic. I probably speak on this topic as the member who not only goes into the city the most 
as the member for Perth, but also as an inner-city resident. I live on the outskirts of Northbridge. It is funny; with 
the naming of the suburb, people either call it Northbridge or Perth. I am regularly in the inner-city areas. The member 
for Vasse said that there is a lack of prioritisation and the government is not taking this issue seriously. That is 
simply false.  

In fact, there has been a deeply concerted effort by me as the local member, with the Minister for Police, the Minister 
for Community Services and even with the Minister for Health to address community safety. We do take it seriously. 
We have already heard from the Minister for Police, who is clearly on the record as saying that an additional 
100 police officers have been employed in the Perth Police Station. We have additional policing efforts through 
Operation Heat Shield, which has included more mounted police, the canine unit and bike and beat patrols in and 
around entertainment and transport precincts to deter antisocial behaviour. There has very much been a stronger focus 
to drive better coordination with the police, homelessness services, the community and the Department of Health 
around Royal Perth Hospital so that we can get the best outcomes for safety in the city utilising the extraordinary 
resources that we are investing. 

I want to put on the record that in December, we made an additional announcement of $5 million for a number of 
initiatives, one of which was a very strong police presence in Yagan Square that included, as I described, mounted 
police and—I do not know what we call it—a mobile unit or a mobile trailer stationed in Yagan Square, which is 
very close to Northbridge. We also announced additional funding of $1 million for security patrols to provide 
a complementary service via RooForce to undertake liaison and $1.5 million to improve outreach services, particularly 
those of HEART, which is an outstanding outreach service that is very responsive. That funding now enables 
two outreach workers in the morning and in the evening seven days a week, but, I think, not on Sunday afternoons. 
That is about working with the police to identify potential rough sleepers and get them into transitional accommodation, 
and to provide an overall better response to issues, say, around Royal Perth Hospital, the Moore Street precinct 
and so forth. We also announced a $2.5 million upgrade to Perth train station to provide a better design to address 
safety in that particular hotspot. That included better lighting to improve pedestrian movements and connection to 
Yagan Square. 

As part of our drive to better coordinate efforts, the police are also working with the Public Transport Authority, 
which, I think, has not been noted. The police and the PTA have been working together to tackle antisocial behaviour 
by some young people. Working together, particularly at the central train station, they identify juveniles who are 
either acting in an antisocial way or seemingly too young to be unsupervised and engage with them. They take 
appropriate action as required, such as redirecting them home on public transport, having the police or other bodies 
transport them home or taking corrective action. The feedback from the police—as the local member, I regularly 
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engage with the police in the Perth district—is that that operation between transit guards and the police at the 
Wellington Street station, plus our heavy police presence at Yagan Square, has seen a drop in juvenile crime in 
Northbridge and the CBD. That type of operation has been operating on a Friday and Saturday night. 

It is interesting to note the observations that were made on the public record yesterday by Assistant Commissioner 
Allan Adams that the police have observed a reduction in crime in the Northbridge precinct. He is also on the public 
record—I am sorry to read it straight off my phone—as saying that the addition of 100 officers in Northbridge and 
the city over recent months is well and truly enough to address the issues, but the police cannot stop every single 
thing that occurs. The police have said on the public record that they have the clear resources with the extra 100 police 
officers we provided in the Perth district and that there is a greater drive among ministers to better coordinate our 
agencies to tackle antisocial behaviour. 

I note that the city on a broader scale is going through a COVID-19 pandemic; there are fewer people in the city 
and the streets are more empty because firms have directed people to work from home, which has an overall 
effect on the city itself. But, obviously, with our $420 million business support package and one of the package 
programs we announced yesterday, once we get past the surge, I expect that we will see a renewal of our city, 
a revitalisation, as workers return to the city. As we know, the more people in a city—the research is clear—the 
safer the city. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms A.E. Kent) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (5) 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr R.S. Love Mr P.J. Rundle (Teller)  
Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam  

 

Noes (42) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Mr T.J. Healy Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw 
Mr G. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr S.A. Millman Dr K. Stratton 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr Y. Mubarakai Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms H.M. Beazley Mr H.T. Jones Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr J.N. Carey Ms E.J. Kelsbie Mr S.J. Price Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Ms A.E. Kent Mr D.T. Punch Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Dr J. Krishnan Mr J.R. Quigley Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Hammat Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms J.L. Hanns Mr D.R. Michael Mr D.A.E. Scaife  

            
Pair 

Ms M.J. Davies Ms C.M. Collins 

Question thus negatived.  
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